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Blg brother satellites
to be lm\_ke»d to Internet

CIVIL. liberties protesters are

damming plans for a new satellite
service to offer pictures of any part
of the globe to anybody with a
credit card and’ Imemet access,
writes roger Dobson.

The SeaStar and, OrbView sat-

ellites are due to he launched pext. ).

year a.ud iﬂﬂ procﬁs ar -
pictures piacaﬂ“cvsr the Net as
.they circle 400km above the globe.
Orbital Science, the American aer-
ospace giant behind the scheme,
claims its images will have defini-
tion of about one metre. Two other
American companies - Space Im-
aging and Earth Watch - are plan-
ping similar programmes and
claim they will achieve even great-
er resolation. They say the tech-
nology witl be used for almost any
information collecting,” including
censuses, surveillance and property
- tax assessments,

Pressure groups are fearful that
the image-taking capabilities of the
new wave of satellites will threaten

privacy and want goverments to | .

lay down gifidélines befors the sat-
ellites take to the skies.

A National Comeil for Civil
Liberties spokessman stys:

“We are alarmed by the pros-
pect of such images being sold.
There needs w be clear rules about
when and under what circum-
stances these kinds of images can
be sold. Legislatiorr needs to keep
up with technology™.

The Israeli goverment is also
unhappy about the amival ot the
commercial spies in the sky and
wanis the onboard cameras to pull
back from looking too clodely at
its sensitive security areas,

Ancther worry is that the tech-
nology also offers the prospect of
sumall, possibly unstable, countries
having relatively cheap access to a
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Quarterdeck
You can get lost in the Quar-
terdeck  Message  Center

{which ships a3z part of Quar-
terdeck InternetSuite 1.0), but
in a good way, Quarterdeck
Corp.s QMC offers a wealth
of configuration options be-
yond the basic mail tools we
expect to see in an up-todatc
package.

A tour of the Preferences
dialog box shows why: Don't
like how QMC is displaving
the messapes in your inbox?
You can choose to sort by
sender. date. size, or subject
Want to poll for zew mail eve-
R D T L T T o T 2 L
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sophisticated border-surveil lance
service as weil as a means of iden-

tifying potential enemy targets.
for years, the distribution of im-

" ages taken form state-owned sat-

ellites has been strictly controlled
and the resolution had not had the
accuracy-that-OrbView will. pro-.

"vide. Images' available form Rus- |

sion satellifies havé had a defini-

" tion of 10 metres. Orbital Sciences

expects to launch both saiellites
before pext summer. The first tech-
nology will be on board the Sea-
" Star satellite and the second, more
powerfull equipment on OrbView.
the fmages are taken by digital
cameras and the image data is
compressed encoded and trans-
miftted to 8 lerrestrial centre where
it is processed.

Professor Daniel Hastings, an
American  specialist in  astro-
pautics, says one-metre definition
15 good enough for military pur-

poses.
“At that level you can identify
and target” he says *“Lamnch time.
is very soon and then anyone will
be able to buy a pitcure. if I want a
picture I will give the latitude and
longitude and they will retum
within a few bours with 2 picture
of that site.Orbital Sciences
spokesman Barron Beneski, says
that despite the military applica-
tions the service is aimed at peace-
ful uses. A firm looking for new
sites for shops, for example will be
abie to use images of towns and
cities to ose the most popular ar-
eas. Parmers could use it for track-
ing crops, monitoring drainage, de-
tecting infestation and predicting
harvests. Planners could design
new transport systems; devel-opers
could sclect sites for new homes;
and estate agents could give cms-
tomers real images of their homes.

T D T T T e T Ty T P T A

ry minute? You can change
the default setting (10 min-
utes) to suit your needs. Want
to be notified with a beep
when mail arrives? You cam
add a beep. Want to set the
timecuts on your mail-server
communications to make sure
you're not waiting too long for
a2 balky server? You can
tweak the default (nomally 60
seconds) to fm your tech-
nology. Want to hang onto
your trashed messages for a
week or 507 You can specify
the mumber of days mail is al-
lowed to sit in your trash fold-
er before it's purged.

K some of these seitings
seem nitpicky, remember that
for cxperienced e-mail users,
those minor details can make 2
major difference. About the
only important detail missing
from QMC is a way to search
through message text for a
specific string {which is al-
most mandatory for those who
work with lots of mcsaagcs)
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There's even a utility for work-

ARchive) files, a Unix ar-
chiving format common on the
Internet.

Of course, you don't need to
be defail-oriented to get the
benefits of QMC; if you're jost
looking for an inexpensive,
easy-to-usc mail package,
QMC can give you what you
need right out of the box
Quarterdeck InternctSute as a
whole is quite the bargain, en-
compassing QMC a5 well as
the highly customized Quar-
terdeck Mosaic and a Winsock
that's easy to configure. If you
want 2 quick entree into Jnter-

net e-mail, InternetSuite
should be near the top of your
shopping list.

Quarterdeck Corp.; Quar-
terdeck InternetSuite 1.0 (re-
quires Windows 3.x or betier,
20 MB free hard-disk space, 4
MB of RAM, VGA graphics
or better); $86, 001-310-392-

9851; fax: 001-310-314-4217;
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SPRY Mhail

You probably don't auto-
matically think of e-mail whea
you think of Internet In A
Box, but SPRY Mail, its mail
module, is an cagy-to-use and
swpnsingly full-bodied per-
sonal e-mail program that
stands quite nicely on its own.
It Iacks some features business
users are likely to want — rout-
ing, searching, and sorting —
but if you receive a moderate
volume of mmil, you may find
I-Box 2.0's $80 price worth it
for the mail alope.

SPRY Mail certainly won't
dazzle you with a wealth of
advanced feamres, but it's a
true load-and-go package. Al
the important fonctions are
right at your fingertips im-
mediately on installation; just
supply the name of your mail
server and SPRY Mail does
the rest. If you don't have a
Winsock or TCP/IP stack in-
stalled, you can use the diafer

provided with -Box. Once
you receive mail, you can use
the handy toolbar icons to for-
ward, print, or reply to it
Mail storage is. in standard
folders.

SPRY Mail supposts muld-
ple address books, which is
convenient if you're handling a
slew of addresses and want to
organize them thematically.
The address book files can be
copied from machine to ma-
chine, and you can send mail
io all members of an address
book at once.

Those who want to get more
out of the package can delve
further into mail configura-
tons, deciding which sig-
nanre file to vse and how of-
ten to check for incoming
mail. You also can change the
location of your mail inbox,
which can be convenient when
using I-Box over a network.

The shsence of certain fea-
tures, however, makes SPRY

Mail a quwucmable choice for

business-oriented nse. For ex-

ample, there's no mechanism
for searching through your
messages. There's one weak-
ness from the personal user's

point of view as well: You -
e dorathm dnlthiese Phigns &

with networked commections
probably dom't care whether
they'rs connected while they
compose, read, and reply to
mail, but private nsers who are

paying a service provider

offlipe.

Still, for nght-out-of-the-
box performance, SPRY Mall
has few equals. And when
you want to expand your e-
mail horizons, SPRY Mail will
help. - ’

Division; Intermet In A Box
(requires Windows 3.1 or bet-
ter, 386-based PC or better, 4
MB of RAM); $80; 001-206-
515-2998; fax: 001 -206-515-

CompuServe's Spry/Internet

2754; httprfwww spry.com/
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Browsers

The best known and most popular browser program is
Netscape’s Navigator

Most people’s first encounter with the Internet is through
a browser program. If working with the Internet is surfing,
then a browser program in the Imternet is surfing, then a
browser program is the equivalent of a surfboard- a tech-
nique for organising information in the Internet environ-
ment.

At the smlplest level, the program presents complicated
network addresses as a series of menu choices. The Web
uses a technigue called “hypertext” which makes it possible
to move through a document using a set of connections
which link-subjects. In the Web environment, connections
are made wsing a language called Hypertext Mark Up Lan-
guage (HTML).

The Web and browser pmgrams in effect, extend the idea
of hypertext from a single document to the -entire gloabal
network - making it casier to “navigate”.

As well as offering a way to organise text, the Web can
accommodate graphics and multimedia information and
uses the HIML links to help browse through, say, a video
clip library.

The most popular browser program is Netscape’s Nav-
igator (originally called Mosaic). Two other leading con-
tenders are SunMicor systermns and Microsoft Sun in-
torduced its Hot Java browser in 1995 and claim it can cope

“with a more dynamic environment. Tt uses the Java language

to call down application code as well as data and this allows
it, for example not only to display a set of financial figures,
but also facilities to manipulate the numbers.

Other software suppliers, including Microsoft, have li-
censed to Java language in order to offer similar features in
their own browser products. Microsoft also sells browser
software called Explore and plans to put browser support
into its popular windows operating systems for Intei - based
personal computers.

The s1mphc1ty of browser programs has led some comput-
er companies to advocate the browser approach for a wide
range of computer applications. Some companies are even
redesigming their internal  computer systems with browser
programs at the front end. These so- called Intranet systems

§ | emulate the simplicity of the Internet - but as a secure, iater-

nal corporate computer network. It is the potential of brows-
er programs to replace front end programs currently used for
accession database and communications services such as
electronic mial that has led to so many established software
companies jumping on the bandwagon.

The browser phenomenon could also change t.be face of
hardware. Larry Elision, Oracle’s chief executive and Scott
McNeealy, Sun Microsystems chief executive, both ad-
vocate a low - cost terminal eguipped with a browser pro-
gram as a replacement for the increasingly complex (and ex-
pensive} desktop personal compmer
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